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Ski Swap: 
What a turnout!

The Kincaid Park bunker was buzzing for this year’s 
NSAA Ski Swap! Thank you to everyone who came out, 
and especially to our awesome vendors who faced the 
cold with smiles: Alaska Mountaineering & Hiking, 
Anchorage Parks and Rec, Anchorage Nordic Ski Patrol, 
@roosterskier, @benarien.tony, Anchorage Biathlon Club, 
Skiku and The Hoarding Marmot!

Over 80 vendors, 800 items for sale, and hundreds of 
outdoor enthusiasts came together to swap, shop, and 
celebrate the start of ski season.

The energy was incredible – now let’s keep that snow 
coming! 

 Brats and Biz highlight 
NSAA Annual Meeting

Thank you to everyone who came out, volunteered, and 
brought food to this year’s Annual Meeting/Brats and 
Business event at the Kincaid Park chalet.

Congratulations to our new Lifetime Member Jack 
Porter. Lifetime Membership is an honorary title 
conferred by current Lifetime Members and Board 
Directors, awarded to individuals who have made 
significant historical contributions to the club. 

Thank you to Joey Caterinichio and Tim Miller for their 
years of service to the NSAA Board! NSAA is fortunate 
and grateful for the support and participation on the 
board for so many years. Our new (Heather Ireland, Ed 
Leonetti) and returning (Joey Eski, Eric Zinck) board 
members were approved by a membership vote.

The Annual Meeting (Business and Brats) was a bit 
different this year, but still dished out a smorgasbord 
of past victories and hurdles, plus a sneak peek into the 
future. The Kincaid Chalet was bustling with folks who 
swapped snow boots for seats after a frosty day of fun!

The NSAA team worked the grill like pros, serving up 
a feast of sausages and fixings that had everyone’s taste 
buds dancing!

It was great to gather and mingle with fellow ski 
fanatics, make new friends, and bask in the collective 
passion for Nordic skiing. Plus, the top photographers 
in NSAA’s annual Photo Contest got their well-deserved 
applause and prizes.

 Sign up now for 
NSAA Adult Lessons

By popular demand, NSAA is excited to bring back 
adult cross-country ski lessons this winter! Whether 
you’re a beginner or intermediate skier, looking to master 
classic or skate techniques, we’ve got you covered. 

Lessons will be offered at multiple locations throughout 
the Anchorage area this season.

We’re currently finalizing the schedule and will post 
registration information at anchoragenordicski.com/
programs/ski-lessons/. We can’t wait to provide this 
much-requested service to help you ski stronger and enjoy 
the season to the fullest. Stay tuned for more details!

 Ski for Women: 
Feb. 1

• Looking for a new director to assist in planning the 
Ski For Women

• Grants from the 2025 event recently awarded to 
AWAIC (Abused Women’s Aid in Crisis) and STAR 
(Standing Together Against Rape).

• Learn more at anchoragenordicski.com/events/
alaska-ski-for-women/.

 Ski 4 Kids: 
February 7 

Join us for Ski 4 Kids from 2-5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 7, 
at Kincaid Park. Kids will dive into a flurry of activities, 

Fun finds and lots to see at this season’s NSAA Ski Swap.

PHOTOS BY JOSH NIVA

NSAA’s Annual Meeting was focused on Business and Brats 
this season – and the membership approved!

See AROUND THE BOWL, Page 3

http://anchoragenordicski.com/programs/ski-lessons/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/programs/ski-lessons/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/alaska-ski-for-women/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/alaska-ski-for-women/
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ON THE COVER
Trail selfie time! Kachemak Nordic 

Ski Club board member Katie 
Martin was loving her recent 

Lookout trails adventure.

the Alaskan o r d i c  s k i e r

A N C H O R A G E

including biathlon, orienteering, and 
an exciting obstacle course. Ready 
to unleash your inner adventurer? 
Try the avalanche beacon search, 
fat biking, or glide through some 
Nordic skiing! For those looking to 
compete, a thrilling race awaits, while 
the adventurous can embark on the 
Snowy Safari to search for Alaskan 
critters hiding beneath the snow. So, 
grab your gear or borrow some at the 
event from Skiku, and prepare for a 
snow-filled day of fun at Kincaid Park!

Registration for Ski 4 Kids is 
completely free, but remember, 
every dollar you donate acts like a 
golden ticket! Your contributions help 
ensure that every child, regardless 
of their family’s financial situation, 
can enjoy the snowy trails with the 
right equipment. All funds raised go 
back into the community, providing 
local schools and youth groups with 
new ski gear and essential supplies. 
Additionally, it covers transportation 
for kids from ASD Title 1 schools 
– offering them a frosty outdoor 
experience they might not otherwise 
have. And the best part? Ski 4 Kids 
is dedicated to granting schools and 
programs the ability to stock up on 
the coolest ski equipment!

Learn more at anchoragenordicski.com/events/
ski-4-kids/.

 Tour of Anchorage: 
March 8 

Registration is now open for the 
Tour of Anchorage, a unique point-
to-point marathon, one of the rare 
events of its kind in North America! 
Whether you’re a seasoned skier or a 
fatbiker looking to challenge yourself, 
this event is designed for participants 
of all skill levels.

Registration is live! And we need 
volunteers, too. Sign up today and 
learn more about the 2026 event at 
anchoragenordicski.com/events/
tour-of-anchorage/. 

 Ski Train: 
March 21

Hop aboard the Ski Train and let it 
whisk you away to Alaska’s untouched 
snowy wonderland! Picture this: a 
day filled with cross-country skiing, 
back-country thrills, or snowshoeing 
adventures. Starting from Anchorage, 
the train chugs its way up to Curry, a 
charming little spot that used to boast 
a ski resort – until a fire decided it 
wanted to be the main act. Now, this 
is your golden ticket to explore the 
frosty playground, just once a year!

On the Ski Train, participants soak 
in the breathtaking views, challenge 
their pals to games, and feast like 
royalty with a BBQ and railgate. 
When you hit the snow, there’s a 
trail for every skill level – so whether 
you’re a snow ninja or just starting 
out, you’re in for a blast!

Plus, this frosty escapade isn’t just 

for fun; it’s an NSAA fundraiser! So, 
grab your gear and hit the snowy 
trails for a great cause!

New merch and new breweries on 
the train this year! Car sponsors are: 
Turnagain Brewery, Midnight Sun 
Brewery, Zip Cider, Raven’s Ring 
Brewery, Double Shovel Cider Co., 
and Wild Scoops.

Get your tickets now, and learn 
more, at anchoragenordicski.com/
events/ski-train/. 

 Get ready for gold (and 
the holidays) in comfort 
and style with NSAA’s 

limited edition Team USA 
collection!

Whether you’re gliding the trails, 
cheering from the sidelines, or just 
trying to stay warm, this gear is your 
podium-worthy uniform perfect for 
the holidays and the Olympic season 
ahead.

NSAA’s Zip Hoodie: Warm up 
before your next lap (or nap) in our 
ultra-cozy zip hoodie. As soft as fresh 
snow and built for champions of chill.

Olympic Bear Beanie: Keep your 
head in the game (and warm!) with 
our snug, trail-ready beanie. Perfect 
for both trailblazers and hot cocoa 
spectators.

Red, White, and Bear Gaiter: Face 

the frost like a pro! This gaiter keeps 
you warm while showing off your 
NSAA pride.

Ski Bear USA Socks: For feet that 
deserve the gold medal in warmth. 
Slide into these snug Nordic socks 
and conquer winter one stride at a 
time.

Looking for the perfect present? 
Give gifts that celebrate the 
Olympic spirit. Grab yours at 
anchoragenordicski.com before they 
ski away!

 NSAA Save the Date 
Calendar

JUNIOR NORDIC STARTS — Dec. 1
AMH ANCHORAGE CUP #1 — Dec. 7
SUPER TOUR — Dec. 12 and 14
SOLSTICE TREE TOUR — Dec. 13
BESH CUP, ANCHORAGE — Dec. 20-21
AMH ANCHORAGE CUP #2 — January 11
AMH ANCHORAGE CUP #3 — January 25
ALASKA SKI FOR WOMEN — Feb. 1
SKI 4 KIDS — Feb. 7
AMH ANCHORAGE CUP #4 — Feb. 8
AMH ANCHORAGE CUP SVEN — Feb. 22
JUNIOR NORDIC LAST DAY — March 7
TOUR OF ANCHORAGE — March 8
SKI TRAIN — March 21
NSAA VOLUNTEER PARTY — March 27

March 21, 2026

SKI TRAIN

Tickets

AROUND THE BOWL
Continued from Page 2

http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/ski-4-kids/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/ski-4-kids/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/tour-of-anchorage/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/tour-of-anchorage/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/ski-train/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/ski-train/
http://anchoragenordicski.com
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Let’s get 
ready to race!
 NSAA’s racing season 

offers racing action 
and fun for all skiers

NSAA has an exciting racing lineup 
for the 2025-2026 ski season!

Races kicked off Nov. 22 and 23 
with Winterstart, as skiers from 
Fairbanks and the local colleges and 
club teams competed in the first FIS 
races of the season; there were also 
5 and 3 km distances for anyone who 
wanted to come out and race.

After a short turkey break, racing 
resumes on Saturday, Dec. 7, with 
Anchorage’s first high school race, 
the Snowball Sprint at Service 
High and the first AMH Cup race 
on Sunday, Dec. 8. It’s the relay 
that is always a great time and the 
afterparty is hosted by AWS.

The following weekend is jam 
packed with two SuperTour races 
with the high school Chugiak 
Stampede right in the middle. The 
fun isn’t over because Dec. 20th and 
21 we are hosting Besh Cup 1 and 2.  
In January, we are putting on high 
school races and AMH Cup races.

And of course, our biggest event of 
the season, the Tour of Anchorage, 
returns on Sunday, March 8. Train 
now, register ASAP!

Last season, we had a great 
volunteer turn out and we put on 
some amazing races. Let’s keep 

the momentum from U.S. Nationals 
and carry it into this race season! 
We are able to put on these great 
races because we have awesome 
volunteers. Some of you have already 
signed up to help but we still have 
spots to fill.

The SuperTour has volunteer links 
to the signup pages. We will have one 
for Besh Cup up and running soon.

You can also email race 
director, Ida Gullett a racing@
anchoragenordicski.com for more 
information about volunteer 
opportunities.

Find schedules and learn more 
about NSAA and Anchorage-area 
racing at:
High school: anchoragenordicski.com/races/
asd-high-school/

SuperTour: anchoragenordicski.com/races/
ancsupertour/ 
AMH Anchorage Cup: anchoragenordicski.
com/races/amh-anchorage-cup/ 
Middle school: anchoragenordicski.com/
races/asd-middle-school/ 
Tour of Anchorage: anchoragenordicski.com/
events/tour-of-anchorage/ 

– Ida Gullett
NSAA Race Director

A N C H O R A G E

PHOTO BY JEN AIST

The 2025 Tour of Anchorage action ranged from fast and furious to fun!

http://anchoragenordicski.com/races/asd-high-school/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/races/asd-high-school/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/races/ancsupertour/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/races/ancsupertour/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/races/amh-anchorage-cup/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/races/amh-anchorage-cup/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/races/asd-middle-school/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/races/asd-middle-school/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/tour-of-anchorage/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/tour-of-anchorage/
https://tinyurl.com/AWG-trials
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Nugget Alaskan Outfitter
 Regardless of what type of winter, Nugget Alaskan 

Outfitter has what you need for winter fun!
9107 Mendenhall Mall Rd. Ste 301  •  Juneau AK 99801  •  (907) 789-0956

nuggetoutfitter.com  |  facebook.com/nuggetoutfitter  |  Instagram: @nuggetoutfitter

Jack Porter receives the 
2025 NSAA Lifetime 
Membership Award!

Jack Porter was chosen as our 
2025 NSAA Lifetime Membership 
Award recipient for his decades of 
indispensable service. His hands-on 
involvement in Biathlon activities 
and infrastructure, along with his 
crucial role in enabling snowmaking 
operations, has been essential for 
NSAA’s operations.

He has led the maintenance and 
improvement of the electronics for 
timing, sound, and video, and serves 
as the technical adviser for racing 
communications, maintaining a 

dedicated workbench at Kincaid. He 
has also learned to operate grooming 
and other heavy equipment to support 
volunteers on projects.

Jack’s year-round contributions, 
often unseen, keep NSAA 
functioning smoothly, with many 
device troubleshooting questions 
directed to him. His commitment is 
further reinforced by his marriage 
to a legendary lifetime member, 
underscoring his alignment with 
NSAA’s values.

A N C H O R A G E

NSAA Junior Nordic: All 
geared up and ready to ski
It feels so good to finally be underway for another season of Junior Nordic 

with NSAA!  We’re crossing everything but our ski tips that we’ll have great 
skiing all season long. Coaches, skiers, and their families will begin to 
meet at NSAA’s 14 different location/day/time combinations we have in the 
program.  

We had a good November at JN.  The head coaches all met at Russian 
Jack for some special training, and all coaches met at their sites for 
training. We also hosted our second of two gear pick-ups at the Kincaid Park 
wax bunker. Subman was even there as a special guest! This year’s pick-ups 
were the most organized and efficient that I can remember. Thanks to the 
NSAA staff and volunteers who made it awesome!

For many of our skiers, the highlight of December is the Cookie Tour. 
It typically takes place on the second day of practice, though some of our 
Saturday groups do it on the first day. The Cookie Tour is a fun way to make 
initial groups by going for a ski and getting a sweet treat at the end. Thanks 
to Great Harvest for donating delicious cookies for all our groups! 

One important thing to remember for December is that JN will have 
practice over Winter Break. We will still take Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day, New Year’s Eve, and New Year’s Day off, but otherwise we will keep 
skiing. I think it will be a great opportunity to get the kids out of the house 
and maybe give parents extra time to get some shopping done!

There are still spots available in certain times/locations. Register 
ASAP and learn more about NSAA’s Junior Nordic program at 
anchoragenordicski.com/programs/junior-nordic/. 

– Art Harmon
NSAA Junior Nordic Sport Director

Offering a large menu of  salads, appetizers, baskets, 35+ great sandwiches,
Beyond Burgers, dairy & non-dairy ice cream treats and more!
Call 248-3068 for orders to go or visit www.tfalaska.com

Proud to serve Alaskan cod, pollock, salmon & crab cakes.

It’s getting real! The house was packed during the recent NSAA Junior Nordic 
program gear pick-up at the Kincaid Park bunker.

http://nuggetoutfitter.com
http://anchoragenordicski.com/programs/junior-nordic/
http://tfalaska.com


The Alaska Nordic Skier

6	 December 2025A N C H O R A G E

Winter, and ski jumpers, are in the air
BY ZAK HAMMILL
NSAA Ski Jumping Program, Director and Head 
Coach

With our first snowstorm behind us, winter is 
here, and that means skiing! Anchorage is bright 
once again and it’s time to dust off the skis and 
get out there. Early-season preparation is well 
underway at the Karl Eid Ski Jumping Facility. 
The early season excitement is high as we are 
about to welcome back our ski jumpers!

Kids of all ages will soon take to the ski jumps 
to experience flight on skis! We can’t wait to 
see all the new faces signed up for the program. 
Seeing the trails covered in snow also gets us 
excited as our Nordic combined program is 
looking strong for the season. Kids signed up for 

that program get to experience ski jumping and 
also cross-country skiing! 

Our grooming and snowmaking team is 
gearing up to get the ski jumps in perfect skiing 
shape. Long hours of making snow finished off 
with grooming of the snowcat make for excellent 
ski jumping conditions!

We always have more room for new ski 
jumpers, so if you are interested in trying it out 
this winter please contact our program director 
at jumping@anchoragenordicski.com. 

To learn more about NSAA’s Ski Jumping 
and Nordic Combined programs, visit 
anchoragenordicski.com/programs/ski-
jumping/. 

Try-It Biathlon rookies kick off season at Kincaid Range
The Anchorage Biathlon Club 

(ABC) recently hosted a Try-it 
Biathlon event in conjunction with 
its season kickoff. Over 25 athletes 
participated in the kickoff, including 
several Air Force members who tried 
biathlon for the first time. Among 
the new biathletes was Cayden 
Wright (USAF), who won the Rookie 
Division.

“As an experienced distance 
athlete from Wisconsin and member 
of the U.S. Air Force, I was drawn to 
biathlon because of its military roots,” 
Wright said. “This Try-It Biathlon 
event whetted my appetite to improve 
and see where the biathlon sport will 
take me.”

Try-It Biathlon is a program 
promoted by the U.S. Biathlon 

Association to introduce the exciting 
sport of biathlon. ABC’s coaches, 
including head coach Jean Paquet, 
and Range Safety Officers, helped 
community members with biathlon 
technic and race format. The rookies 
also raced and participated in the 

King-Of-The-Range event.
Because snow had not yet arrived, 

the athletes could choose between 
rollerskiing, biking, or running. The 
sprint race format had two shooting 
episodes, with athletes completing 
a penalty lap for every shot missed 

in addition to completing the race 
course. The event was followed by 
an ABC potluck (think homemade 
crepes!) and an award ceremony. 

So far, so good on 
Anchorage’s trails

BY NSAA OPERATIONS TEAM
It’s hard to write an article for the 

December issue … in November. 
Conditions are changing daily. But 
knowing what we know at this point, 
the first snow fell on Nov. 6, which is 
right on target. It has come as early 
as Oct. 10 in 2018 and as late as Dec. 
11 in 2002. Kincaid and the Hillside 
received 8-10 inches, allowing us to 
track pack and eventually “wing” 
down the trails providing some 
decent early season skiing. Only 
4-4.5 inches fell in Chugiak/Eagle 
River, but it was packed and will be 
the beginning of a good base layer. 
There’s snow in the forecast and 
we’re hopeful for a big dump but will 
take anything we can get. We are 
grateful!

We started up the Kincaid Park 
snowmaking system on Nov. 6 and 
have been making snow ever since 
even, though the temperature at 
Kincaid has been 6-9 degrees warmer 

than surrounding areas. We’re 
making piles and the Snowcats are 
pushing and spreading the snow 
throughout the loops daily. We’ve got 
staff working three shifts around the 
clock to support snow making while 
keeping up with regular maintenance 
grooming. So far, so good.

One of the benefits of grooming 
in the middle of the night is the 
gift of witnessing some of Nature’s 
most breathtaking wonders. On 
Wednesday, Nov. 12, one of our 
Hillside Operators was treated to an 
epic display of northern lights. He 
took the time to stop and capture the 
moment.

Sometimes it’s not worth the 
effort to get off the couch, but on that 
night, the lights were particularly 
spectacular. This season, may we 
all take the time to admire and 
appreciate this beautiful place we 
call home and spread some Joy to the 
World while we’re at it!

Winter has indeed arrived at the Karl Eid Ski Jumping Facility, 
and NSAA’s Ski Jumping program is ready to fly.

PHOTOS BY CLAIRE SMITH

Over 25 athletes competed in the Try-It Biathlon and 
Anchorage Biathlon Season Kick-Off Race.

PHOTO BY DREW FOX

One of the perks to grooming late at night? A surprise sky filled with big, bright 
lights! Drew Fox caught this dramatic display while grooming on Hillside last 
month.

PHOTO BY CLAIRE SMITH

ABC Season Kick-Off winners, from left to right, were Cayden 
Wright, Suven Schwoerer, Eva Driggs and Will Bryan.

PHOTO BY GREG DUBOIS

NSAA’s Operations 
team and its 
volunteers have 
been making 
snow nonstop 
since the temps 
dropped at 
Kincaid Park.

http://anchoragenordicski.com/programs/ski-jumping/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/programs/ski-jumping/
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Local ski community shines bright at NSAA’s new Nordic Nights 
Hats off to you all for turning 

NSAA’s inaugural Nordic Nights 
Benefit and Fashion Show into a 
smashing success! Whether you 
snagged tickets, battled it out in 
the auction, or showered us with 
donations, you helped us glide past 
our goal and bring in over $30,000 
to fuel our community outreach and 
NSAA Ski Mobile projects! Your 
generosity as trail-loving heroes 
inspires us daily, knitting Alaska 
closer together through healthy 
lifestyles, Nordic skiing, and keeping 
community trails alive and kicking 
year-round. Bravo!

 Unveiling of the 
Ski Mobile!!

The brand new NSAA Ski Mobile 
made its grand entrance at Nordic 
Nights! This snazzy contraption can 
carry 35 pairs of skis and 55 pairs of 
boots, and it’s set to reside in the ASD 
Equipment library. ASD Elementary 
Schools can reserve the Ski Mobile 
for a two-week Nordic ski adventure. 
Thanks to the success of your 
generosity, we now have the first and 
second units fully funded!

We are looking forward to getting 
this out to the schools and more kids 
out on skis this winter!

 Live auction action, thanks 
to our supporters

The live auction alone raised over 
$14,000! Our lucky winners walked 
away with: A 3-night fly-in stay at 
the Glacier Hut  courtesy of Blue Ice 
Aviation; a ski lesson and dinner for 
eight with Olympic champion and 
NSAA Director Kikkan Randall; 
A week-long stay at the ultimate 
adventure base camp in Park City, 
Utah, generously donated by Barbara 
and Scott Amy.

A big thank you to our Event 
Sponsors: The Wildbirch Hotel, 
Benefit Brokers, Inc., ASRC 
Construction, Alaska Medical 
Solutions, Swalling & Associates, 
Northrim Bank, and Midnight Sun 
Brewery

A hearty shoutout to our Fashion 
Show clothing providers: Skinny 

Raven, The Hoarding Marmot, 
Alaska Clothing Company, REI, 
AMH, and Skhoop.

A special thank you to our high 
school ski athlete models who sported 
the latest in Nordic wear down the 
runway. 

And our heartfelt gratitude to 
all who contributed to the auction: 
Alaska Fracture and Orthopedic 
Clinic; Alaska Mill and Feed; Alaska 
Wildland Adventures; Alpacka Raft; 
Amanda Rose Warren Fine Art; 
Anchorage Concert Association; 
Anchorage Trolley Tours; Anchorage 
Yoga; Arctic Valley; AKRafted; 
Barbara and Scott Amy; Bear Tooth; 
Blue Ice Aviation; Charlie Renfro 
Photography; Corso Design; Dawn 
Gerety (Art Seriously); Denali Ski 
Club; Dos Manos Gallery; Double 
Shovel; Eagle River Nature Center; 
Happy Claws Lucky Paws; Hatcher 
Pass Lodge; Jim Burkholder; Kevin 
Crowley; Kikkan Randall; Linda 
Martin; Major Marine Tours; Mahays 
Jetboat Adventures; Michael Henrich; 

Pangea Adventures; Powderhound; 
Premier Alaska Tours; Riverboat 
Discovery; Runner’s Edge; Skeetawk; 
Skhoop; Ski Babes; St. Elias Alpine 
Guides; Stan Stephens Cruises; 
Summit Spice and Tea; Susitna River 
Lodging; Tall Trees; Ted Kim; The 
Alaska Club; The Kobuk; Turnagain 
Ceramics; Wild Scoops; and Winter 
Wilderness Races.

Thank you to akphotobooth for 
providing a great photo booth here 
with amazing accessories!

Thank you to Monica Whitt 
Photography for capturing this 
amazing event! 

PHOTOS BY MONICA WHITT PHOTOGRAPHY
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Mark your calendars for the 2025 Solstice Tree Tour!
The Anchorage holiday 

tradition returns from 4-7 
p.m. Saturday, December 

13, at Kincaid Park
Celebrate the magic of winter and 

our incredible trails at this year’s 
NSAA Solstice Tree Tour! Ski (or 
wander) through the glowing, tree-
lined trails and soak up the festive 
vibes with:

Dozens of beautifully 
lit trees

Burn barrels 
and s’mores

A mulled wine & beer 
garden by Raven’s 
Ring (free drinks with 
purchase of a glow-in-
the-dark Silipint- don’t 
forget your ID!)

Live music by Will 
Balcao

Hot chocolate from 
Kaladi Brothers

Fat bike parking at the 
Trek bike corral

Ski demos from AMH 
and Salomon — plus, it’s 
the one time of year you 
can walk the ski trails!

Pisten Bully rides in the stadium

Help make the night shine even brighter 
– sponsor a tree or sign up to volunteer 
at anchoragenordicski.com/events/
solstice-tree-tour/. 

Important parking info: 
You cannot drive out to 
Kincaid. Take advantage 
of the convenient shuttle 
buses and new signage. 
Park at Dimond High 

School, Kincaid Elementary, or Kulis Air 
Park and enjoy a quick ride to the event.

As always, the event is free, festive and 
fun for everyone. Let’s light up the trails 
and celebrate what makes our winter 
community the best around! Learn more 
at anchoragenordicski.com/events/
solstice-tree-tour/. 

A N C H O R A G E

PHOTO BY JOSH NIVA

http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/solstice-tree-tour/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/solstice-tree-tour/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/solstice-tree-tour/
http://anchoragenordicski.com/events/solstice-tree-tour/
http://anchoragenordicski.com
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Juneau Nordic Ski Club
Juneau, Alaska

P.O. Box 21262 Juneau, AK 99802 
jnski.org

info@jnski.org

A R O U N D  T H E  C A P I T A L  C I T Y
Big city inspiration for our 

special little club
There’s this online streamer who 

goes by the handle AriAtHome. 
He walks the streets of New York 
City wearing what looks like a 
Ghostbusters backpack outfitted 
as a modern day, one-man-band, 
synth-making, beat–producing sound 
machine. While his talent to create 
melodies and beats on the spot is 
undeniable, the real magic is his 
ability to connect with everyday New 
Yorkers (some of the most talented 
people you’ve never heard) and 
collaborate to make what sounds like 
the next big hit. 

Watching his clips is like watching 
lightning in a bottle. It also makes 
you (re)believe in humanity, the 
ability to bridge differences and find 
commonality. It’s magic, and it’s 
beautiful. Just like our little ski club. 
Our trails are more than just places 
we exercise. We connect. We build 
community. And isn’t that what we 
need right now?

So in this season of giving and 
thanks, let us remember to also take 
care of ourselves and each other.

 Annual Ski Season 
Kick-Off!

Our pre- (or early, depending 
on the weather) season gathering 
to celebrate the start of another 
ski season! Join us at the Alaskan 

Brewing Co tasting room Wednesday, 
December 10, from 5-7:30 p.m. Grab 
a drink, bring a dish to share, renew 
your membership, peruse our used 
gear sale/swap, get advice on buying 
new skis, find out who won our snow 
guessing contest, door prizes, and 
more! There’s so much fun packed 
into the evening you won’t want to 
miss it!

 Trail work thank yous
It was another busy month of trail 

work here in Juneau. Huge thanks to 
the 30-plus volunteers who donated 
over 100 hours on Pioneer Road 
pulling alders and clearing the road of 
clogged culvert debris. On the other 
end of the road system, John Neary 
coordinated a dozen volunteers along 
with our partners at State Parks to 
create a winter reroute around a 
portion of washed-out trail so we can 
finally groom around the Methodist 
Camp. We are ready to ski!

 Ski program updates
Welp, we built twice the capacity 

into our fourth season of Adult 
League and it filled twice as fast! But 
it’s not too late to join our waitlist. 
It’s free and reserves you a spot 
should space open up. Sign up on 
our website: jnski.org. Meanwhile, 
on the younger side of things, our 
Junior Nordic program is full with 
a growing waitlist, the high school 
team has started (but it’s not too 

late to join!), and there are just a few 
spots left on the middle school team. 
For more info, including waitlists 
and registration links, visit the youth 
programs page on our website.

 Swag sale lives on!
Our 25/26 season swag is on the 

way, which means we’re still clearing 
out the storage locker. The swag sale 
lives on until everything’s gone! jnski.
org/shop. 

 Every Day Skier: 
Carly Lehnhart

In our new edition of the 
sometimes-regular section where we 
highlight those every day skiers you 
see out on the trails, we meet Carly 
Lehnhart, gym teacher at Sít’ Eetí 
Shaanáx/Glacier Valley Elementary, 
where she continues the school’s 
ongoing tradition of getting every 
student out on skis.

What’s your ski origin story?
I have such fond memories of 

cross-country skiing with my family 
in various meadows around town 
as a child. We would always have a 
thermos of hot cocoa to enjoy along 
the way. As an adult, I have found 
skiing as a way to socialize with 
friends, enjoy being outside during 
the cold dark months, and such a fun 
way to get exercise. 

What is your favorite place to ski?
The upper loop at EC on a bluebird 

day is pretty spectacular, but you 
can’t beat the days on the Mendenhall 
Lake with sparkling snow and happy 
skiers. 

Why are you a member of the 

JNSC?
We are so lucky to have such 

amazing trails in this community. I 
know the hard work that is put in by 
so many people to make them this 
way. It is a great community to be a 
part of.

Is there anything more specific to 
you and your relationship to skiing? 

Crossing my fingers for snow this 
winter!! 

 Help!
We need somebody…
We’ve said it before and we’ll say 

it again, our club skis on volunteers! 
Here’s where we could use a few 
extra hands:

Events: Whether you are looking 
to join forces on an existing event 
or have a new idea, we’d love your 
energy and enthusiasm!

Grooming: If you like mornings, 
running machines, and making 
literally thousands of Juneauites 
happy, this is the volunteer job for 
you! No experience needed training 
provided.

 Save the date 
for Solstice fun

Solstice Light-the-Night Ski: 
Sunday, Dec. 21, at the Mendenhall 
Campground. Ski, snowshoe, or walk 
the twinkle-lit trails with festive 
surprises around every turn as we 
celebrate the return of the light with 
glowing trails and community cheer. 
All proceeds support the JDHS 
Nordic Ski Team and the Juneau 
Nordic Ski Club.

Mission: To enhance, develop, and promote Nordic skiing in Juneau. Goal: Great Nordic trails for all skiers!

PHOTO COURTESY CARLY LEHNHART

Carly, center, featured in this month’s Every.Day.Skier. column.

PHOTOS COURTESY TRISTAN KNUTSON-LOMBARDO and TOM KREHBIEL 

Before and after photos of recently completed work on the new winter reroute on 
the Methodist Camp loop at Eagle Beach State Park.
every.day.skier.

http://jnski.org/shop
http://jnski.org/shop
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Mat-Su Ski Club
PALMER, ALASKA

P.O. Box 364
Palmer, Alaska 99645

(907) 745-SKIS
matsuski.org

A R O U N D  T H E  VA L L E Y
Your cross-country ski 

journey starts here: 
Programs for every age

At the Mat-Su Ski Club, we believe 
skiing is a lifelong adventure. Whether 
you’re 5 or 75, we offer a clear pathway 
to learn, grow, and stay active – all 
winter long, and even year-round.

Junior Nordics (Ages 5-16): The 
perfect starting point for young skiers. 
Junior Nordics teaches classic and 
skate technique in a fun, supportive 
environment. Kids learn ski skills, 
trail etiquette, and confidence while 
making friends. Groups are based 
on age and ability, and the season 
includes fun, low-pressure races and 
optional gear rentals. Learn more 
about Junior Nordics from program 
manager Stephanie Larousse at 
junornordics@matsuski.org.

Mat-Su Nordic (Ages 8-18): For 
skiers who want to take the next step, 
our Mat-Su Nordic (MSN) program 
offers a year-round development 
pathway: Minis (8–12): Build strong 
fundamentals and stay active year-
round. Devos (12–14): More structured 
training with optional intro to racing. 
Juniors (14–18): Consistent coaching 
and year-round training for fitness, 
growth, and competitive goals.

MSN supports all levels, from 
recreational skiers to those who love 
pushing themselves.

Masters (Adults): Skiing isn’t 
just for kids. Our Masters program 
welcomes adults of all abilities with 
daytime, evening, and flexible options. 
Whether you’re brand new or refining 
technique, you’ll find a supportive 
community, coaching, and year-round 
training to stay active and strong.

Learn More about MSN from head 
coach Eric Strabel at eric.strabel@
matsuski.org.

Adult Lessons & Clinics: New to 
skiing or looking for a refresher? Join 
our adult lessons in classic or skate 
technique, kept small for personalized 
instruction. We also offer free Ski 101 
clinics for absolute beginners – fun, 
intro-style group sessions to help you 
feel confident on the snow. Learn 
how to make your first glides, fall and 
get up safely, improve balance, and 
more. Connect with our coaches and 
other adult learners while building 
your skills and confidence. For 
more information about all of these 
programs, head over to our website to 
explore each option and find the best 
fit for you.

 Want the latest 
Valley trail conditions?

The best way to stay up to date on 
grooming, snow reports, and real-
time conditions is through our one-

stop trail and weather hub. You’ll find 
everything you need to know before 
you go, including:

• Tracked grooming updates 
through Nordic Pulse

• Trail Cams - webcam images 
from the trails we groom

• Alaska Outdoor Reports for 
additional comments and community 
input

You’ll find everything you need 
to know about conditions at GPRA, 
Independence Mine, Archangel Road, 
and the Moose Range, all in one place. 
Just head to our website (matsuski.

org) and click the “Trail Conditions” 
button on the homepage. It’s your go-
to source for fresh tracks, grooming 
notes, and up-to-date trail information 
all season long. Enjoy the glide!

 Holiday wishes from the 
Mat-Su Ski Club

As the snowflakes fall and the trails 
turn into our winter playground, we 
want to send a huge, heartfelt thank-
you to all our supporters, members, 
volunteers, and friends. Your energy, 
generosity, and love for winter keep 
this community gliding strong.

Our Holiday Tour of Lighted 
Trees on Dec. 6 will light up the 
season beautifully at GPRA. And 
if you miss it, snow worries! The 
battery-powered lights and festive 
decorations will keep twinkling along 
the trail all holiday long. So grab your 
skis, snowshoes or sled, and take a 
little sparkle-filled cruise along the 
multi-use Pioneer loop and enjoy the 
magical glow.

Whether you’re a Valley resident 
or cheering us on from afar, we’re 
thrilled to have you as part of the Mat-
Su Ski Club family. Wishing you cozy 
days, twinkling nights, and plenty of 
snowy adventures to glide into the 
New Year!

PHOTO BY ERIC STRABEL

Ski with a view in 
the Mat-Su!

PHOTO BY STEPHANIE LAROUSSE

Catching the last light: a skier enjoys the early November snow at Hatcher Pass.

http://matsuski.org
http://matsuski.org
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Eagle River Nordic Ski Club
Eagle River, Alaska

P.O. Box 770117, Eagle River, Alaska 99577
Club hotline: 689-7660

Junior nordic hotline: 689-7661
cernsc.wildapricot.org

Expanded hours at Beach Lake chalet 
offer warmth, comfort for skiers

This winter, skiers arriving at the 
Beach Lake Chalet anytime from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. will find the doors 
open and an inviting place to change 
clothes, use the restroom, or take a 
break and warm up with friends. The 
ski community is very excited about 
this very positive benefit to everyone! 

On Nov. 10, Eagle River Parks and 
Recreation held an open house to 
announce the seasonal opening of 
Beach Lake chalet and to give the 
community a chance to meet local 
user groups and park staff. Jeffrey 
Urbanus, the manager, along with 
other municipal staff members were 
there to celebrate and meet the 
public. The chalet was all decorated 

for the holidays and looking very 
festive and inviting. In addition to 
municipal staff, the Chugiak Eagle 
River Nordic Ski Club, the Chugiak 
Dog Mushers Association, and the 
Chugach Mountain Bike Riders had 
representatives at the event. Hot 
drinks and cookies were provided to 
attendees and everyone who came 
celebrated the new hours and warm, 
friendly feel that we all got at the 
event.  

Our club is very happy about this 
development and we are certain that 
many skiers from Anchorage and the 
Valley will also be delighted with this 
change and will take full advantage 
of these new hours, once the word 

gets out. It is a wonderful community 
space that we can all use this winter 
and we are grateful!!

Let’s hope we have lots of 

Eagle River Nordic Ski Club
Eagle River, Alaska

P.O. Box 770117, Eagle River, Alaska 99577
Club hotline: 689-7660

Junior nordic hotline: 689-7661
cernsc.wildapricot.org

PHOTO BY BRITTNEY OLSEN

The ski club table was an informative hit at the Parks and Recreation Open House.

PHOTO BY BARB JOHNSON

Look at the lovely Beach Lake chalet, snapped on Nov. 10 during the Open House. 

snow and the chalet will be used 
extensively this winter. We know our 
club members are already taking 
advantage of the new hours! 

http://muni.org/Departments/ERParks
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A R O U N D  G I R D W O O D
Let it snow … and watch 

our groomers go!
When it started snowing in 

Girdwood, we thought we’d get 6-10 
inches of fresh snow ... but by morning, 
we all had over 20 inches of snow in 
our driveways. So, the beginning of 
November brought the beginning of 
Nordic skiing in Girdwood.

Lucky for us, Jim Braham agreed 
to be the lead groomer again this 
season, so with the two feet of snow 
came the annual email from Jim 
wrangling the volunteers. Two feet 
of snow equates to about 10 hours of 
snowmachine compaction on the 5K 
Loop and a few shovel fests. We can’t 
groom the meadows until we receive 
another foot of snow.

 Let’s put this great groom 
to good use!

Just as we were able roll the entire 
5K Loop, Erik Flora texted asking 
if we had set classic tracks. It was a 
good question. I wasn’t brave enough 
to drag the Ginzu track setter on the 
soft edges, but Luke was and we had 
tracks by Nov. 10. Word got out. First, 
APU was training in Girdwood. Then 
due to the low snow in Mat-Su and 
the unfortunate cancellation of the 
(RTTO) Race to the Outhouse ... we 
were now hosting an 8K Time Trial on 
Saturday, Nov. 15.

 
What a spectacular day! A field of 

50 skiers from APU, UAA and UAF 
skied on tracks set around our 4K 
Loop. In the extremely competitive 

field, Luke Jager had the fastest time 
on Saturday, and along with all the 
skiers, he was gifted “moose socks” 
from Girdwood Nordic. Maybe we’ll 
start an annual (RFTS) “Race For 
The Socks” in Girdwood.

 Get your own GNSC socks 
and more!

If you want a pair of socks (and you 
know you do) the Girdwood PTA is 
hosting the Annual Holiday Bazaar 
at the Girdwood School Gym. The 

Bazaar is Saturday, Dec. 6, from noon-
4 p.m. The Girdwood Nordic Ski Club 
will be selling memberships, moose 
socks, hats, headbands, and NoSo 
patches!

We’ve been putting pins in your 
jackets for years, so let’s help you 
patch all those holes with NoSo 

Girdwood Nordic Ski Club
Girdwood, Alaska

P.O. Box 337
Girdwood, AK 99587

skigirdwood.org
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Events

PHOTO BY CHARLIE RENFRO

Rosie Brennan and Luke Jager race uphill on Girdwood’s 4K 
Loop.

PHOTO BY CHARLIE RENFRO

Local Girdwoodian Mia Stiassny skiing on her home trails in 
the 8K Time Trial.

PHOTO BY DEB ESSEX

A pair of UAF 
skiers – Philipp 
Moosmayer in 
front, Ben Dohlby 
trailing – climbed 
up the final hill at 
the time trial.

See AROUND GIRDWOOD, Page 15
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WE EMPOWER ACTIVE 
ALASKANS OF ALL AGES 

TO RETURN TO WHAT 
THEY LOVE SAFELY AND
EFFICIENTLY… FOR LIFE!

www.runnersedge.physio
(online scheduling for 

PT and massage)
info@runnersedge.physio • 907.929.9009

Come see us in clinic, mobile, or telehealth – 
we are there for you 

wherever you need us!
** we are in our new location, right by South 

Restaurant, come say Hello!!**

S P O N S O R E D

Come join our team at Runners’ Edge Alaska!
We are looking for an amazing full-time physical 
therapist – Anchorage, AK

Love sports, movement, and helping people get back 
to doing what they love? So do we. 

Ready to join a team where your ideas matter, your 
schedule makes sense, and your patients inspire you 
every day? Runners’ Edge Alaska is a locally owned sports 
physical therapy clinic in the heart of Anchorage – and 
we are looking for a passionate Physical Therapist to join 
our crew starting March 2026.

At Runners’ Edge, we are all about growth – yours, 
ours, and our community’s.

Come join us if you want to:
• Grow your career in sports and orthopedic physical 

therapy.
• Be valued for your input and supported in your 

clinical passions.
• Enjoy true one-on-one treatment time (never double-

booked!).
• Work alongside like-minded PTs who appreciate 

creativity, autonomy, and teamwork.
• Be part of a clinic that thrives on Alaska’s active, 

outdoor lifestyle.
We offer:
• Competitive salary and full benefits—medical, dental, 

and vision coverage.
• Retirement planning with employer contribution.
• Ample continuing education funding and paid time 

off to pursue it.
• Mentorship for new grads—we love to train and grow 

future leaders in sports PT.
• A culture that feels like family, not a corporation.
Our patients are the best – runners, skiers, hikers, 

and everyday athletes who love Alaska as much as we 
do. There’s nothing better than spotting a former patient 
crushing it on the trail again, strong and healthy.

Healthy, active, for life. That’s how we live, and how we 
help our patients live too.

If that sounds like your kind of place, send us your 
resume and let’s talk. Email zuzana@runnersedge.physio.

Come see us in clinic, mobile, or telehealth – we are 
there for you wherever you need us!

Disclaimer: Since we don’t know you and we can’t 

perform a detailed examination; responses are general tips 
only and not medical or physical therapy advice. If you 
need detailed answers to your questions, please contact us 
directly.

E A G L E  R I V E R

For skiers of all ages, the skis are 
waxed and the programs are ready
Registration for ERNSC Junior Nordic and adult 

lessons were on the minds of many in the club in 
October and November. Coaches have been lined 
up and families are beginning to get excited about 
winter activities. 

On Oct. 19, volunteers from Chugiak High School 
and some members from the Chugiak Eagle River 
Nordic Ski Club took the day to wax all of the club’s 
ski rentals in preparation for the coming Junior 
Nordic season. We are grateful to all of the people 
who came out and donated their time to help us be 
ready!

November was also a busy month. Bob Stehn, 
worked hard to get all of the ski rentals organized 
and labeled, with the help of a couple of other 
wonderful club volunteers. Brian Slater, who has 
pretty much done all of the technical work on the 

software we use for registration in the past few 
years, has been training some new volunteers 

who are helping and learning the system so that 
Junior Nordic and adult lesson registrations, team 
groupings, ski rentals, and membership signups go 
smoothly. We are grateful to Brian and those who 
stepped up to help including Rachel Gates, Melodie 
Smith, and Curtis Townsend!

Kristi Brown, our club president and volunteer 
extraordinaire, has also been busy planning so that 
Junior Nordic coaches and families are ready at 
the beginning of the season in December.  She held 
a coaches’ meeting on Nov. 13 so everyone could 
meet each other, ask questions, and begin team 
planning. Everyone is excited! 

On Nov. 15, parents were able to pick up their ski 
rental gear for the winter at the chalet. Now all we 
need is a few more good snows, for Junior Nordic to 
begin on Dec. 1!

PHOTO BY BARB JOHNSON

Rachel Gates, M/W Site Coordinator and ski coach, at 
the recent coaches meeting.  

PHOTO BY BARB JOHNSON

Curtis Townsend, a Junior Nordic coach and volunteer, 
helps a parent pick up skis. 

PHOTO BY ALAN BROWN

It was a waxing part for, from left, Olivia Ronzio Pico, 
Elliot Svencer, Ryker Putman and Katie Christenson.

PHOTO BY ALAN BROWN 

Hannah Stepetin is all smiles!

http://www.runnersedge.physio
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Kachemak Nordic Ski Club
Homer, Alaska

P.O. Box 44, Homer, Alaska 99603
kachemaknordicskiclub.org

kachemaknordicskiclub@gmail.com

A R O U N D  T H E  B A Y
Already a busy, and snowy, 

season on the trails for 
our ski community

The Homer area Nordic 
community was treated to groomed 
skate skiing surfaces at an 
impressively early Nov. 3 start date. 
This month, KNSC volunteers have 
been firing on all cylinders preparing 
for another stellar season of quality 
trails, fun events, and ample youth 

programming.
On Nov. 15, KNSC’s Annual 

Membership Meeting (or more 
accurately ’25/’26 season kick-
off party) celebrated the arrival 
of winter. The club’s focus is 
maintaining quality and accessible 
Nordic ski trails, and this season 
the icing on the cake has been trail 

Isn’t it dreamy? The Lookout Ski Trails were looking pretty sweet for early season 
Homer skiers and Bill Worsfold, the neighborhood groomer who snapped this 
photo.

See AROUND THE BAY, Page 15

https://hoardingmarmot.myshopify.com/collections/nordic-ski
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patches! If you can’t make this fun event, we have 
a table at the Solstice Light Ski, or you can add 
merchandise to your membership form and I’ll 
mail it to you!  Sign up for your 2025-26 GNSC 
membership at skigirdwood.org. 

 The lights will be bright 
on Solstice ski night

And don’t miss our annual Solstice Light Ski from 
6-8 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 21. We will have refreshments 
from The Bake Shop, music, a bonfire or two. Since 
we officially opened our trail system on Winter 
Solstice in 2012, we celebrate every year by placing 
lights around the Nordic 2K Loop.

Come celebrate the returning light wearing 
all the lights and reflective gear you can. Every 
year this celebration sees a few hundred skiers, so 
ski from your house with a headlamp, or park at 
Alyeska Resort and ski to the 5K Loop along the 

groomed Arlberg sidewalk. See you at 6 p.m.!

 Happy ski community, happy holidays
Hosting the Time Trail brought together the best 

of our community. First, from coaches like Erik 
Flora creating opportunity and asking how he could 
help (which he did by fixing our track setter), to 
the groomers all pitching in to showcase our trails, 
to the athletes who had a great time testing their 
bodies and skis in this early season trial, to the 
locals who came to cheer on the skiers and witness 
some of the best of the best. 

As the holidays approach I encourage us all 
to “find the yes” and create mini-miracles and 
opportunities where we can. Make the effort to ski 
at other ski areas and meet club members. And by 
all means, wear good socks.

Happy Holidays and happy skiing! Bring on the 
light!

– Deb Essex
Director, Girdwood Nordic Ski Club

G I R D W O O D

improvement projects, constructing 
new equipment storage facilities, and 
assuring that all youth who would like 
to ski are supported with equipment 
and access.

Our Lookout system has been 
enjoyed by skiers since the first few 
inches fell in November. Groomers 
have been out near-daily keeping the 
trails in skate-shape, and the secret 
of the early season goods is out with 
lots of great family traffic. We’re 
excited to host Besh Cup in January, 
with an extra excuse for the grooming 

fleet to maintain elite skiing quality 
trails throughout the season.

At Baycrest, volunteers have 
been working hard to improve creek 
crossings and grooming equipment 
access to get rolling as soon as the 
lower elevation corner receives a 
bit more snow. Our operators are 
ecstatic to have the new Brann Shed 
enclosed and weatherproof, providing 
protection for equipment and easier 
starts to grooming sessions. We are 
continually thankful for our dozens of 
volunteer builders and thousands of 
hours committed to the project.

The McNeil/Eveline neighborhood 

has enjoyed shuffling around the 
trails with fishscale rock skis, though 
we’re waiting on a bit more snow to 
get things polished up for skating due 
to the more rustic backcountry vibe of 
the system.

In the meantime, our volunteers 
have been busy making modifications 
to equipment, remedying drainage 
challenges, and strengthening 
relationships with our landowner 
partners like Kenai Peninsula 
Borough and CIRI. In the works, 
McNeil Canyon Elementary is 
continuing to develop their biathlon 
program and installing lights to 

increase opportunity for not just their 
athletes, but KNSC members for later 
day skis.

As always, KNSC couldn’t be more 
grateful for the loads of support 
from the Homer community. Great 
trails don’t just happen, and as a 
near completely volunteer-driven 
organization, the credit goes to the 
many individuals who donate their 
time and money to the mission of the 
club. Thank you to all our members, 
and ski you out there!

– Kenny Daher
sKNSC Board of Directors member

AROUND THE BAY
Continued from Page 14

KNSC board member Katie Martin soaked up the sights and the groom on the 
Lookout trails.

Outgoing KNSC board member and McNeil Canyon groomer extraordinaire Kenny 
Daher snapped this photo of Super Stacey Buckelew towing her two little ski 
buddies, Orin and Gwennie, at the Lookout trails.

PHOTO BY CHARLIE RENFRO

Michael Earnhart and Luke Jager with well-earned 
GNSC socks after the time trail races.

AROUND GIRDWOOD
Continued from Page 12

K A C H E M A K

http://skigirdwood.org
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S K I I N G  U N D E R  T H E  N O R T H E R N  L I G H T S

WHO’S WHO IN THE
NORDIC SKI CLUB

OF FAIRBANKS
PRESIDENT 
Chris Puchner 

president@nscfairbanks.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Denton

vicepresident@nscfairbanks.org

SECRETARY AND TREASURER
Ann Jamieson 

treasurer@nscfairbanks.org

AT-LARGE BOARD MEMBERS
Peter Delamere 

Pam Laker 
Gina Chythlook

Joanna Fox
Jenna DiFolco 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Thad Keener

executivedirector@nscfairbanks.org

ADULT LESSONS
Rosie Frankowski 

adultlessons@nscfairbanks.org

JUNIOR NORDICS
Susan Schwartz

juniornordics@nscfairbanks.org

FXC (FAIRBANKS CROSS COUNTRY)  
Jesse Wilkins 

fxc@nscfairbanks.org

FXC MASTERS
Rosie Frankowski 

adultlessons@nscfairbanks.org

RACE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Susan Faulkner

competitionevents@nscfairbanks.org

MEMBERSHIP
Kathy Fitzgerald

membership@nscfairbanks.net

BIATHALON 
Jim Pasek 

biathlon@nscfairbanks.org

SPONSORSHIP
Rachel Johnson 

TOURING
Eric Troyer 

touring@nscfairbanks.org

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Eric Troyer 

newsletter@nscfairbanks.org 
For more contact information

nscfairbanks.org/about/

Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks
Fairbanks, Alaska

P.O. Box 80111, Fairbanks, AK 99708-0111
Competition Office: 907-474-4242

Competition Fax: 907-474-2073
Racing Hotline: 907-457-4434

nscfairbanks.org

A R O U N D  T H E  I N T E R I O R
Kramer named to U.S. 

Ski Team, nominated as 
Woman of Year finalist

Fairbanksan Kendall Kramer is 
really making a mark as a skier and 
person. She was named to the U.S. 
Cross Country Ski Team. Read more 
at tinyurl.com/2z8uhtcd. She was 
also named as a NCAA Woman of the 
Year Finalist. Read more about that 
here: tinyurl.com/5n7sm6sw.

NSCF 2024-2025 Annual 
Report available

If you haven’t seen it yet, the NSCF 
2024-2025 Annual Report is out. It has 
all sorts of information on what the 
club accomplished last ski season as 
well as some other information on 
Fairbanks-related skiing news. See it 
here: tinyurl.com/4xt3svhe.

Comment period extended 
for Trails Grant program

The comment period has been 
extended for an order to change the 

Recreational Trails Program from 
the Department of Natural Resources 
to the Department of Transportation. 
The deadline for submitting 
applications to the new advisory 
committee has also been extended.

The new deadlines for both are 
now Dec. 5. The original deadline had 
been Nov. 12. Find out more, including 
how to comment and how to apply to 
be on the advisory committee, here: 
notice.alaska.gov/221333 .

The NSCF has used RTP grants 
for several projects at Birch Hill 
Recreation Area and plans to use 
the grants for future projects. Read 
more about this issue at tinyurl.com/
yd2rxvsd.

SCUM have started 
workouts

The SCUM have started their 
workouts! You can join them. Find 
out more about SCUM and Ladies 
of Leisure, the other main social 
ski group, on our “Local Social Ski 

Clubs” page.
nscfairbanks.org/about/local-

social-ski-clubs/

Antimony article mentions 
Fairbanks trail

The Wall Street Journal recently 
ran an excellent article on antimony 
mining, and it has a lot of information 
about Fairbanks. Included is 
information about a trail access being 
restored to Treasure Creek Trail, 
which is popular with some skiers. 
Read more at tinyurl.com/ye993zs7.

Trails and park group 
looking for board members

Interior Alaska Trails and Park 
Foundation (IATPF) is seeking 
board members to help advance the 
group’s mission. Do you love trails 
in Interior Alaska? Do you love our 
parks? Do you want to help support 
them with projects that keep them in 
good shape? If that sounds like you, 
then you are an excellent candidate 

NSCF to host first races of the SuperTour series
BY ERIC TROYER

The first U.S. Ski & Snowboard SuperTour races 
of the season will be held in Fairbanks in early 
December! We are proud to host these first races of 
the Alaska SuperTour series. The Fairbanks races 
will be held on December 6 and 7. Then the series 
moves down to Southcentral, where the Nordic 
Skiing Association of Anchorage hosts races on 
December 12 and 14. The Mat-Su Ski Club is also 

providing support. 
The Fairbanks races will both be classic style. 

The first will be a sprint and the second a 10K. In 
Anchorage the two races will be a 10K freestyle 
individual start and a freestyle sprint. 

These races are part of the Olympic selection 
process. Top skiers from across the nation will be 
coming to Alaska to vie for spots on the U.S. Team 
for the Winter Olympics in Val di Fiemme, Italy. 

Come out to watch some of the top skiers in our 
nation race for big stakes! Get more info on the 
SuperTour at usskiandsnowboard.org/supertour. 

And if you want to get a close-up view of the 
action while helping make it happen, consider 
volunteering! If you are interested, send an 
email to our executive director, Thad Keener 
(executivedirector@nscfairbanks.org). 

PHOTO BY ERIC ENGMAN

Kendall Kramer, 
racing here on 
the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks’ 
Usibelli Ski 
Trails at the UAF 
Invitational in 
February, had 
an outstanding 
season locally, 
nationally, and 
internationally. 

to serve on the IATPF board of 
directors. 

Board members participate in a 
monthly Zoom meeting, providing 
oversight to the foundation’s mission. 
To find out more about the group, see 
its website, iatpfoundation.org. If 
you are interested in serving, send an 
email to iatpfoundation@gmail.com.

http://tinyurl.com/2z8uhtcd
http://tinyurl.com/5n7sm6sw
http://tinyurl.com/4xt3svhe
http://notice.alaska.gov/221333
http://tinyurl.com/yd2rxvsd
http://tinyurl.com/yd2rxvsd
http://nscfairbanks.org/about/local-social-ski-clubs/
http://nscfairbanks.org/about/local-social-ski-clubs/
http://tinyurl.com/ye993zs7
http://usskiandsnowboard.org/supertour
http://iatpfoundation.org
http://usskiandsnowboard.org/supertour
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12 Ornaments of Christmas returning to Birch Hill
BY ERIC TROYER

The Ladies of Leisure (LOL) ski club will once 
again be doing the 12 Ornaments of Christmas!

Here’s how this fun tradition works. In early 
December, the LOL will put out 12 ornaments on 
12 different trails at Birch Hill Recreation Area. 
Everyone is welcome to join in the fun of looking for 
the ornaments as you ski at Birch Hill. Some are 
easy to find, others are hard. Each ornament has a 
number so you can keep track of which ones you’ve 
found.

The LOL rule for ornament placement is that 
any named trail or cutoff is fair game for placing 
ornaments. So, cutoffs with a name (on a sign at 
the cutoff and/or on the Birch Hill Trails map) such 
as Cardiac Bypass can have ornaments, but not 
unnamed cutoffs.

To add to the fun, the SCUM ski club (Susan’s 
Class of Uncoachable Men or Misfits) try to find 
all the ornaments while out on their regular skis. 
Sometimes they don’t succeed in finding them all, 
but they sure try hard!

Please enjoy, take selfies, but leave the 
ornaments where you found them so others can 
enjoy the game, too. Also, resist the urge to reach 
out and touch them with your ski poles. The 
ornaments are fragile and can easily be broken. 

The LOL will be picking up all the ornaments in 
early January, so you have just a month to find all 
of them.

Scavenger Hunt
The LOL also have a scavenger hunt for Birch 

Hill that’s available all year long. Lots of things 
to find on the Birch Hill trails. Read more at 
tinyurl.com/39dhbtmn. To find out more about 

the LOL and SCUM, see our Local Ski Clubs page: 
nscfairbanks.org/about/local-social-ski-clubs/.

PHOTO COURTESY THE LOL

Ornament finders are reflected in one of the 12 
ornaments

PHOTO COURTESY THE SCUM

Susan Sugai (aka Mother SCUM) finds an ornament 
during a SCUM ski outing.

Moose Mountain Solstice Ski Tour offered for Solstice weekend
BY ERIC TROYER

Put this on your calendar! “Bad Bob” and Sharon 
Baker are again offering their Moose Mountain 
Solstice Ski Tour in December. The tour has 
become the flagship event of the NSCF touring 
season, drawing many skiers to come view the 
sunrise in the hills above Fairbanks on a trailed 
groomed by Bad Bob.

The Moose Mountain tour offers cross-country 
skiers a hilly course on which to greet the winter 
sun. This tour follows an out-and-back course that 
goes to the top of Moose Mountain and beyond (but 
only if you want to go that far). 

Details are below and can also be found on the 
NSCF Facebook Events or on the NSCF Touring 
news page: nscfairbanks.org/programs/touring/
news/. If you would like to show off a favorite ski 
trail by leading a ski tour contact Tour Coordinator 
Eric Troyer (fbxskierparent@gmail.com). 

Ninth annual Moose 
Mountain Sunrise Tour

Saturday, Dec. 20; estimated tour time: 2-4 
hours, 2-10 miles; Leaders: Bob and Sharon Baker, 
(907) 455-6689

Tour begins at 10 a.m. sharp! Be waxed, dressed, 
and ready to ski! Meet at the Baker home at 3020 
Moose Mountain Rd. There will be a large sign at 
the driveway. It’s 2.2 miles up Moose Mtn. Rd. from 
Spinach Creek Rd. on the left side. (Google Maps 
link: goo.gl/maps/1JyEJLwtpAE3yrEH8).

You’re welcome to arrive early. Parking could be 
tight depending on number of participants. Don’t 
be late or you’ll mess up the parking system. Try to 
carpool if you can.

The tour is an out-and-back affair, beginning 
from the Baker home. The goal is to arrive at the 
ridgeline by sunrise at 11 a.m. and to ski along 
the top, enjoying the view of the sunrise and the 

Alaska Range with the vast Tanana Valley in the 
foreground. Then return to the Baker home. 

This tour is not for beginners. The first two 
kilometers of the tour is all uphill, then it’s large 
rolling up and downs with plenty of room for 
snowplowing. Steepest part is the first quarter-
mile. If it’s clear out, the ridge offers wonderful 
views of the valleys and Fairbanks as well as the 
Alaska Range.

The trail is wide enough to skate if you choose, 
but classic is much less effort, though there are no 
classic tracks. After you hit the top of Moose Mtn., 
the trail follows the ridge with long ups and downs. 
The course will be freshly groomed and combed 
that morning.

Tour participants can follow the trail until they 
feel the need to turn around and head back down. 

The plan is to turn around and be back to the start 
by 1 p.m., where there will be hot drinks and treats 
inside the Baker home. All are encouraged to bring 
a treat, which can be in any form: desserts, soups, 
breads etc.

There is no cut-off temperature, and often the 
temperatures up on Moose Mountain can be 30 
degrees warmer than in Fairbanks. Bring a shell 
in case of windy conditions. Please RSVP with 
Bob and Sharon as parking is limited. You can 
call again the morning of the tour to check on the 
temperature if you’d like to know. If you decide not 
to participate after you’ve signed up, please call 
and cancel.   

Dogs are welcome, if they are controllable.

PHOTO BY BAD BOB BAKER

Participants from 2022 view the sunrise from high atop Moose Mountain. 

http://tinyurl.com/39dhbtmn
http://nscfairbanks.org/about/local-social-ski-clubs/
http://nscfairbanks.org/programs/touring/news/
http://nscfairbanks.org/programs/touring/news/
http://goo.gl/maps/1JyEJLwtpAE3yrEH8


The Alaska Nordic Skier

18	 December 2025F A I R B A N K S

...just the beginning

Come discover your beginning: www.lands-end-resort.com    
Or call for reservations: 1-907-235-0400

Discover Land’s End…
…and find the most beautiful 
Nordic ski trails anywhere.

With more than 50 miles of groomed trails in three 
distinctive locations, this is a whole new level of 
Nordic skiing in Alaska. Groomed for both classic 
and skate skiing, each area offers diverse terrain 
with unrivaled panoramic vistas.

And at the end of a satisfying day of Nordic 
skiing, you’re at Land’s End.

Your perfect getaway is just beginning! 

https://www.lands-end-resort.com/recreation/cross-country-skiing/

Nordic Ski Ad 0922.indd   2Nordic Ski Ad 0922.indd   2 9/15/22   10:52 AM9/15/22   10:52 AM

C O M M U N I T Y  S K I  S H O P  C O R N E R

Unlock your skis' full potential with our Reichmann
SK Slopemaster, engineered for exact Nordic
structures and flawless glide. Every tune is custom,
calibrated for speed, control, and consistency.

Finish your setup with Phantom Nordic Wax - the
permanent, eco-friendly base treatment that keeps
you fast in every condition.

P r e c i s i o n  N o r d i c  S k i  T u n i n g  -

P e r f e c t e d .

Fine-tuned. Fast. Forever.

www.powderhoundak.com 907-783-2525
P O W D E R H O U N DA K .CO M   |   9 07-783 -2525

NSCF Open House and Annual Meeting creates many connections
BY NSCF STAFF

Our Open House and Annual 
Meeting held on Oct. 26 was a huge 
success! Thank you to everyone who 
attended and volunteered! We had 
hundreds of members and visitors 
come. Familiar faces mingled with 
new ones, and tailor-made gelato 
from the Pita Place added a sweet 
touch to what felt like a “ski center 
social.” 

NSCF Executive Director Thad 
Keener said he’d glance up from 
his table to see two people in 
conversation – people who hadn’t yet 
met but clearly needed to, kindred 
spirits waiting for the right moment. 
The Open House created those 
moments. It was golden.

One of the big attractions at the 
Open House was the laser rifle 
exhibition by our biathlon program. 
Team members introduced families, 
friends, and complete beginners to 
the shooting part of the sport. Many 
found that once they started, they 
kept coming back to try again. A 
family of four competed against each 
other with the youngest teaching 
mom how it’s done. There were also 
several parent/child challenges, too.

If you don’t know, biathlon 
combines the high intensity of cross-
country skiing with the intense 
concentration of rifle shooting. 
Biathletes must push hard during the 

ski portions, getting their heart rates 
up high, then suddenly stop to shoot, 
trying to reduce their heart rate and 
breathing so that they can hit their 
targets. Very challenging! 

Besides the laser rifle exhibition, 
the Open House had so much more 
including:

• Hand-printed linoleum block 
prints were offered for sale as a 
fundraiser for the club, and tiles 
were available recognizing donors 
to NSCF Permanent Fund. All were 

created and donated by artist and 
skier Sara Tabbert. Find out more 
about the Permanent Fund at tinyurl.
com/47sd8ubk.

• A silent auction that included 
a variety of interesting selections, 
including ski lessons with NSCF 
coaches Jesse Wilkins or Rosie 
Frankowski, an NSCF winter parka, 
and a PistenBully ride with Tom 
Helmers. All proceeds are going to 
our Trails program. 

• FNSB Parks and Recreation 

staff on hand with drawings and 
information about the planned multi-
purpose building that will replace 
the Timing Building at Birch Hill 
Recreation Area.

• A skier slideshow by Tobias 
Albrigtsen.

• A chance to talk with our 
program directors about what’s 
coming up for the season. 

• An opportunity to talk to UAF 
skiers about their upcoming season 
and past adventures they have had. 

• And much more! 
While the Open House was an 

exciting preview of the upcoming ski 
season, it also offered us a chance to 
slow down from our busy lives and 
wrap ourselves in gratitude for being 
involved in this wonderful community. 
We’re healthy, outdoorsy, active 
people who care about more than just 
“more.” We understand how lucky we 
are to live in Alaska. 

Following the Open House, we had 
our Annual Membership Meeting. 
Christina Turman was honored for 
her years of inspiring and dedicated 
work building and growing our FXC 
Masters Program. Our two new 
board members, Joanna Fox and 
Jenna DiFolco, were confirmed. And 
our finances and the past season 
was reviewed, as well as a quick 
discussion about the season ahead. 

PHOTO BY THAD KEENER

Artist and skier Sara Tabbert, right, was selling her artwork as a fundraiser for 
the club. John Estle, far left, and Kent Karns were on hand to discuss the NSCF 
Permanent Fund.

http://www.lands-end-resort.com
http://POWDERHOUNDAK.COM
http://tinyurl.com/47sd8ubk
http://tinyurl.com/47sd8ubk
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Come out during the holidays to Ski Your Age in Kilometers!
BY ERIC TROYER 

Plan to ski off some of those holiday 
calories on Saturday, Dec. 27, at the 
Ski Your Age in Kilometers! The 20th 
edition of this annual event will be 
held at Birch Hill Recreation Area. 

Ski Your Age is a good excuse to go 
cross-country skiing, visit with other 
great people, and burn off some of 
those calories you’ve been stowing 
away. It has no entry fee, though 
donations are accepted. The event 
runs officially from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
though people are welcome to start 
earlier, especially if they want to get 
in a lot of Ks.

As of press time, details of the 
event were still being worked out. 
Registration usually happens inside 
the borough’s spacious Birch Hill 
Cross Country Ski Center. An indoor 
potluck is usually part of the event, so 
please consider bringing a dish. 

The emphasis of Ski Your Age is 
on fun, socializing and good exercise. 
Despite its name, people can ski 
whatever distance they please. 
Some uber-athletes will be out there 
hammering the trails, trying to crank 
out the most kilometers regardless 
of their age, while other participants 
will ski just a portion of their age, 
perhaps while socializing with others. 
Typically, kids as young as 1 or 2 join 
the fun along with those into their 70s 
or beyond. It’s all good!

Accomplishments on many levels 
are recognized. While Ski Your Age 
in Kilometers has no entry fee, it is 
a fundraiser that benefits FXC, the 
junior race program of the Nordic 

Ski Club of Fairbanks. People can 
make donations a variety of ways. 
Membership forms for the NSCF will 
also be available.

Keep an eye out for more 

announcements about the event 
from NSCF emails or on the NSCF 
Facebook page.

PHOTO BY ERIC TROYER 

Skiers young and old enjoy the trails during Ski Your Age in Kilometers.

A widely varied life brought Pam Laker to the NSCF
BY THAD KEENER

If you ever wonder who puts out the food for the 
race volunteers, a spread from which you can feel 
the care and love, and with the best smoked salmon 
and brownies you’ve ever tasted then you’ve run 
into Pam Laker’s magic.

If you ever wonder who organizes the countless 
bibs, keeps Rikke’s Roadhouse functional, and 
greets each racer or coach with a smile then you’re 
into another area where Pam Laker sprinkles her 
magic.

There is a lot of magic swirling around Pam, 
a volunteer and NSCF board member. Nearly 35 
years ago, she came to Fairbanks for a two-week 
visit and never left. With her ‘wait tables anywhere’ 
psychology degree from UW Madison, she made 
a life, which has included: work as an electrician, 
helping with a Brooks Range trapline, mushing 
with a 25-dog team, working on a fishing tender out 
of Valdez, and a stint as a kindergarten teacher. 
Pam attributes some of her success due to the time 
she moved to Alaska, a time when the “odds were 
good, but the goods were odd.” Maybe you’ve read 
the book.

Probably the first time Pam put on skis, they 
were wooden and she was tied to a group of dogs. 
It took her children to truly pull her to the Nordic 
side. First, at Pearl Creek, then Watershed, 
and eventually at NSCF Junior Nordics, which 
prompted Pam to take an adult lesson. She 
eventually spent several seasons coaching Junior 
Nordics with Mike Emers, building her skills while 

also teaching the kids. But it was a class with Kathy 
Bue and Maria Bray that took her skills to a whole 
‘nother level.

Nordic skiing, Pam says, “builds well-rounded 
humans. It is a team sport, but not heavy with 
team. One can train hard, which opens up all kinds 

of possibilities. It is a sport that draws ambitious, 
motivated, and disciplined individuals.” As Pam 
spoke, you could see more of her magic sprinkled 
here and there.

Pam’s family – husband Brad Morris, son 
Jordan, and daughter Zarah – have all benefited 
from her magic. Her children thrived within the 
Nordic skiing community and continued to live very 
active lives. 

I asked her about the direction of our 
organization and Pam said we need to build more 
“Christina Turmans.” To put it simply: motivated, 
skilled, connected instructors build vibrant 
communities of engaged athletes. Yes, let’s build 
more of that. 

Pam also gave a shoutout to the many programs 
in and around the NSCF that include young, old, 
and in-between.

“SCUM is awesome. We have individuals of all 
ages, and our programs are inviting for all. Look 
around Birch Hill and you’ll see we have a diverse 
group of skiers.”

When asked about Fairbanks’ or the Interior’s 
best-kept secret, Pam said there really aren’t 
secrets anymore. 

“Everyone knows about the super-secret trail in 
Goldstream,” she said. “Fairbanks – the weather is 
great, the snow is exceptional, even the restaurants 
are better, making Fairbanks a great place to be.”

Pam had some closing words of advice “You 
never know how you can change a life. Be nice.”

Thad Keener is the executive director of the NSCF.

PHOTO BY THAD KEENER

Pam Laker enjoys a spring ski at Birch Hill.
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Alaskans pack the 
2025-26 Stifel U.S. Cross 
Country Ski Team roster

Seven skiers with Alaska connections 
represent their country entering 

an Olympics season
Seven skiers with links to Alaska 

were among the 21 athletes recently 
named by U.S. Ski & Snowboard to 
the 2025-26 Stifel U.S. Cross Country 
Ski Team. The team was nominated 
based on pre-determined selection 
criteria as the program enters a ski 
season with the Olympics on the 
horizon.

The group includes four A Team 
members, all experienced Olympians: 
Rosie Brennan, an Anchorage 
resident originally from Utah 
who skis with the Alaska Pacific 
University (APU) Nordic Ski Center, 
is among the most experienced 
skiers on the team; Gus Schumacher, 
a World Cup race winner raised 
in Anchorage and skis with APU; 
and James “JC” Schoonmaker, 
originally from Lake Tahoe, Calif., 
who skied for the University of Alaska 
Anchorage and now trains with 
APU. The A Team is led by three-
time Olympic medalist and seven-
time World Championship medalist 
Jessie Diggins and two-time World 
Championship medalist Julia Kern, 
and joined by Olympians Ben Ogden 
and Sophia Laukli.

On the B Team, there are two 
skiers with Alaska connections: 
Zanden McMullen, an Anchorage 
resident who trains with APU, earned 
his career-first top-10 finish last 
season in Ruka, Finland; and Novie 
McCabe, a 2022 Olympian, three-
time NCAA champion and World 
Cup competitor, is originally from 
Washington but now lives in Alaska 
and trains with APU. They are joined 
on the B Team by Kate Oldham, 
Samantha “Sammy” Smith, John 
Steel Hagenbuch, and Jack Young.

The D (Development) Team 
features a strong roster of up-and-
coming talent and experienced 
athletes, including two skiers with 
Alaska ties. Fairbanksan Kendall 
Kramer returns after a strong 
2024-25 season on and off the snow, 
highlighted by a career-best World 
Cup result and an NCAA National 
Championship title in the 20k for the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks. On 
the men’s side, Anchorage’s Murphy 
Kimball is one of the youngest skiers 
on the team; he skis for his hometown 
UAA Seawolves and the Alaska 
Winter Stars. New to the team are 
Lucas Wilmot and Tabor Greenberg. 
Haley Brewster and Fin Bailey 

return, along with Jack Lange and 
Sydney Palmer-Leger.

In addition, the D Team is coached 
by Anchorage’s Greta Anderson, 
and others among the coaching 
and program staff have Alaska 
connections.

“The Stifel U.S. Cross Country Ski 
Team is very excited to be entering 
a season with not only the Winter 
Olympic Games in February but the 
Stifel Lake Placid Finals in Lake 
Placid, New York, in March,” said 
Chris Grover, Program Director 

of the Stifel U.S. Cross Country Ski 
Team. “It’s been a very productive 
preparation season for the team, 
with excellent conditions for training 
and increased on-snow training 
opportunities with the return of the 
Eagle Glacier facility in Alaska. This 
team has so many athletes who are 
poised for personal bests and career-
defining results. As a staff, we’ve 
been working on several new projects 
to ensure that these incredible 
athletes have every tool they need to 
succeed.”

The 2025-26 COOP FIS Cross 
Country World Cup kicked off 
in Ruka, Finland, at the end of 
November, before continuing through 
Scandinavia and into the shortened 
Tour de Ski in Toblach and Val di 
Fiemme, Italy. Following the Tour 

de Ski, athletes will compete in two 
World Cup weekends leading up to 
the Milano Cortina Olympic Winter 
Games, held in Val di Fiemme from 
Feb. 6-22. To close out an exciting 
season, the world will return stateside 
for the Stifel Lake Placid Finals, a 
COOP FIS World Cup, March 20-22, 
in Lake Placid, New York, featuring 
three races: a 10k classic, skate sprint 
and 20k skate.

Learn more about the Stifel 
U.S. Cross Country Ski Team at 
usskiandsnowboard.org/teams/
cross-country. 

– Story by Leann Bentley, Stifel U.S. Ski Team, with 
edits/Alaska connections content added by the 
Nordic Skier editor.
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Alaska’s Gus Schumacher stood atop the podium after winning the Stifel Loppet 
Cup 10km freestyle individual start on Feb. 18, 2024, in Minneapolis.
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