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When the going gets tough, skiers get going—together!

This past season tested us in ways we didn’t expect. After two banner winters, 
Mother Nature threw us a curveball—rain, warmth, and precious little natural 
snow. But if there’s one thing the Anchorage ski community knows how to do, 
it’s rise to the occasion.

And wow, did we rise.

From the first flakes to the final groom, NSAA kept skiing alive all season 
long—and not just alive, but thriving! With your support, we kept our signature 
programs and events rolling (yes, on skis!), losing only one high school race the 
entire season. That’s grit. That’s community. That’s Nordic spirit.

The crown jewel of the season? The U.S. National Championships in January at 
Kincaid Park—right here in Anchorage. When conditions looked bleak, over 200 
volunteers came together, shoveling, cheering, and showing the entire country 
what Anchorage is made of.

Volunteers truly are the lifeblood of NSAA. Whether it’s snowmaking, trail 
maintenance, bib washing, race timing, IT support, or even skiing around in 
mascot costumes at Ski 4 Kids (shoutout to the dozen brave souls who did!), 
volunteers power nearly everything we do. We had a great mix this year—
longstanding supporters, high school teams, and brand-new recruits. Some 
of the original members of the club still come out to support NSAA activities 
throughout the year.

And then there was the snowmaking loop at Kincaid Park...

Talk about heroes! Our snowmaking crew—along with a few incredibly dedicated 
volunteers—worked around the clock, literally 24 hours a day, to capture every 
possible snowmaking window. The result? A buzzing hub of activity where skiers 
of all ages, backgrounds, and disciplines came together to glide side by side. 
That shared loop became the heart of the season—and a beautiful reminder of 
what makes this community so special.

Even the tough parts had silver linings.

The light snow led us to build new grooming partnerships with the Municipality 
of Anchorage and Chugach State Park, bringing fresh tracks and stunning 
views to even more corners of the city. It was a chance to explore, connect, and 
collaborate in new and exciting ways.

Through it all, NSAA stood strong as the backbone of skiing in Anchorage—
powered by your memberships, your donations, and your incredible volunteer 
hours. This year proved more than ever: our investments in trail work, 
snowmaking, and community events matter. And you—our members—make it all 
possible.

As we reflect on this unforgettable season, let’s also look forward. Let’s bring 
that same passion, perseverance, and community fire into the season ahead. We 
don’t know what kind of winter next year will bring—but we know we’ll be ready.

So here’s to the memories we made and the trails we shared.

And here’s to an even better season to come.

WITH DEEP GRATITUDE AND STOKE,

DEAR NSAA MEMBERS,
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163 out of 166 
winter dayS 
groomed. 

That’s dedication 
you can Ski on.

Even in a season with unpredictable snow, NSAA kept 
the trails going strong.

NSAA groomed across Kincaid Park, Hillside, and 
Beach Lake (Eagle River) as always—and when snow 
didn’t show up, we expanded into Chugach State Park 
at Glen Alps in partnership with Alaska State Parks.

We also pitched in at Russian Jack Springs Park, 
working with the Municipality of Anchorage to 
improve access for Junior Nordic lessons and everyday 
urban skiers.

Thanks to the addition of a new PistenBully100 to our 
grooming fleet, we had more power and precision to 
shape trails all season long.

163 of 166 
winter days groomed

1,764  
hours groomed

TOTAL KILOMETERS GROOMED

Grooming Gallery
Low snow, no problem! How NSAA helped keep Anchorage skiing.
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OCTOBER 29, 2024

First Groom
APRIL 13, 2025

Last Groom

4,733
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kincaid park
SNOWMAKING AT

January rains nearly wiped out the season, 
but thanks to our snowmaking at Kincaid 
Park, skiing didn’t stop. The manmade 
base held strong, and our team went to 
work rebuilding a 5km loop that carried 
skiers well into April.

Our team logged 488.6 hours of 
snowmaking and used over 4.5 million 
gallons of water to keep trails skiable when 
nature didn’t cooperate.

Just How Much Snow Did We Make?

That’s the equivalent of:

 • 1,215 dump truck loads

 • 24,302 Otter sled loads

5 kilometers of trail  
× 25 feet wide  
× 10 inches deep  
= 12,151 cubic yards of snow

488.6 hourS
of snowmaking

4.5 million 
gallonS of 
water used

We created snow on our busiest trails when Mother Nature didn’t!
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Youth Programs

NSAA’s youth programs were in full swing 
this season, bringing hundreds of young 
Alaskans onto the snow. Junior Nordic ran 
all season long with 919 skiers ages 6–14.

Our Ski Jumping program kept young 
athletes flying, literally! Despite challenging 
conditions, the team “re-snowed” the jumps 
four separate times, allowing the program to 
run all season long.

Fun, fast, and full of new experiences for hundreds of young skiers.
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At Kincaid Park, we hosted the 
2025 U.S. Cross Country Ski 
Championships, welcoming more than 
400 elite racers and 200 volunteers 
from across the country and the 
world. At the other end of the trail, 
Ski for Kids celebrated the next 
generation. Over 350 local youth, 
including those from Title I schools, 
came out to ski, play, and raise funds 
for elementary ski programs.

This year, NSAA brought people together on snow all season long.

Races & Events
From local loops to national podiums!

The Tour of Anchorage proved 
unstoppable, despite the weather. 
A 5km ski loop and 12km bike loop 
were ready for action, and 377 
determined racers earned their 
finisher badges. In true Alaska style, 
the Ski Train returned. 280 skiers 
climbed aboard, set for Curry. And 
the annual Alaska Ski for Women 
event put the “fun” in fundraising, 
with costumes and community care.
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NSAA’s Operations crew and volunteers 
mow, brush, repair, re-sign, and rehab trails 
across Southcentral Alaska to make sure 
they’re ready for biking, hiking, walking, 
running, and next winter’s snow.

Trail Tales
Our work doesn’t stop when the snow melts.

Your favorite trails don’t take a 
season off, and neither do we!



In a tough snow year, our community 
showed up stronger than ever. NSAA 
membership grew by 7% and our top-
tier member group, our Trail Meisters, 
increased by 26%.

In its first year, the NSAA Endowment 
reached $451,691—a powerful step toward 
trail sustainability for generations to come.

Every winter, NSAA grooms over 160 
kilometers of world-class trails. We also 
maintain and care for those trails year-
round, ensuring they’re ready for  
whatever comes.

But none of this happens without you. Your 
membership makes these trails possible for 
ski races and school kids, snowmaking and 
summer biking, and everything in between.

Your membership makes 
a difference. Renew or 
upgrade today and invite 
your friends to become part 
of our trails community!

Become an NSAA 
member today.  
Scan the QR Code and 
support your trails!

Total membership 
reached 4,191 people!


